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store, retrieve, and manipulate information. Synchronized databases are databases that synchronize
with an external event, typically a system clock. When an application performs operations on
information in the synchronized database, those operations are timed based on a timestamp
associated with the information in the synchronized database. For example, a real-time application
may perform actions that use a synchronized database in real-time, and the real-time application
performs those actions in conjunction with a timestamp derived from a system clock. Because of the
timestamps and the external event, the actions performed on the information in the synchronized
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database are appropriate for the actions performed and the environment in which the application
executes. Unfortunately, some applications use, or may use, synchronized databases but do not use,
or may not use, the system clock. An example of this situation is a system that may be configured to
operate in time-sharing mode rather than real-time mode. Applications in such a system typically do
not have timestamps associated with information in a synchronized database; therefore, those
applications cannot take advantage of synchronized databases.1. Field of the Invention This
invention relates generally to an optical steering device which alters the trajectory of an incident
beam, and particularly to such a device as used in a headlamp assembly to allow a vehicle to
negotiate curves or to pass over any obstructions. 2. Description of the Prior Art Lighting devices of a
type which direct light to a predetermined target is well known. Typically, lights are mounted in the
front of a vehicle, which directs lights towards obstacles or towards the ground to direct light
towards the ground to assist in driving. However, in situations such as passing over an obstacle or on
a curve, there has been a need for steering the light beam towards a particular direction. This has
been done in a number of ways. One known method for steering the light beam is to move the lights
which are the source of the light. However, this is a difficult method in
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