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“Lassie” television show, was found dead Tuesday night in his home in Beverly Hills, Calif. He was

81. The cause of death was not immediately made public, but his death was not considered

suspicious, a Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office spokesman said. Boyle, who also starred on
“Flipper” and “Knots Landing,” was married twice and had two sons, according to his obituary in

The Hollywood Reporter. He was also the step-grandfather to “Modern Family’s” Julie Bowen. Boyle

started his acting career in the early 1960s, appearing in television shows including “Star Trek” and

“The Twilight Zone.” He had a recurring role on “Lassie” as a father figure named Thomas Dooley.
Another notable television role came in 1965, when Boyle played the father in “The Fugitive.” As
Tom Sherbourne, he accompanied his son, Dr. Martin, as the two traveled across the country to

find that the real Bob Ford escaped from prison. Boyle and Sherbourne would later appear together

in 1985’s “City Heat,” the second film in Richard Donner’s Lethal Weapon series. Boyle is survived
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